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Mark Twain, Plagiarizer

“When my f irst book was new, a fr iend of mine said to me, “The dedication 
is very neat.” Yes, I said, I thought it was. My friend said, “I always 
admired it, even before I saw it in The Innocents Abroad.” I natural ly said: 
“What do you mean? Where did you ever see it before?” “Well, I saw it f irst 
some years ago as Doctor Holmes’s dedication to his Songs in Many Keys.” 
Of course, my f irst impulse was to prepare this man’s remains for burial, 
but upon ref lection I said I would reprieve him for a moment or two and 
give him a chance to prove his assertion if he could: We stepped into a 
book-store, and he did prove it. I had real ly stolen that dedication, almost 
word for word.” (from speech on the occasion of OWH’s 70 th Bday)



How Bad?



Holmes’ Reply (according to Twain)

“In it Dr. Holmes laughed the kindest and healingest laugh over 
the whole matter, and at considerable length and in happy 
phrase assured me that there was no crime in unconscious 
plagiarism; that I committed it every day, that he committed it 
every day, that every man alive on the earth who writes or 
speaks commits it every day and not merely once or twice but 
every time he opens his mouth...” (from Autobiography)



CASE (Copy And Steal Everything)

• “The thing that hath been is that which shall be; and that 
which hath been done is that which shall be done; and there is 
no new thing under the sun.“  --Ecclesiastes

• “Why reinvent the wheel?” –popular aphorism

• The CASE acronym is very popular among educators.  If 
there’s a better way, we want to employ it.  If there’s a better 
idea, we want to acknowledge it.  If there’s a better way of 
saying it, we want to quote it.



Attribution, and the lack thereof

• When we borrow, we should indicate we have done so.  We do that by 
quoting and citing or both, formally and informally

• When we don’t attribute, we are claiming language and ideas as our own.  
Over time, ideas can become ours, especially when they are considered 
common knowledge (facts of history, for example)  

• That does not mean common knowledge found in Wikipedia or elsewhere 
can be used verbatim



STC Policies



What’s your Policy?

• “I have a zero-tolerance policy” / “I don’t tolerate any 
plagiarism”  Really?

• Articulate your policy on your syllabus

• Your policy should be your own

• Your High School or HS administrators should not be 
determining your policy

• Your policy should be consistent with STC’s standards and 
practices



ENGL Dept Plagiarism Statement

•As a student in the Engl ish Department at  STC,  you may receive an “F”  for  the semester  i f  you 
commit  or  assist  someone else in committ ing plagiar ism.

•Plagiar ism is the theft  of  words,  phrases,  sentence structures,  ideas,  or  opinions. Plagiar ism 
occurs when any such information is  taken from any source or  person and—intent ional ly  or  
unintent ional ly—presented or  “borrowed” without mention of  the source. Plagiar ism also occurs 
when mater ials from cited sources are reproduced exact ly  or  near ly  exact ly  but  are not  put  in 
quotation marks.

•The penalt ies for  plagiar ism at  STC can be found in the Student Code of  Conduct. Students who 
commit  plagiar ism are subject  to the fol lowing penalt ies: fai lure in the course;  discipl inary 
probat ion;  removal  or  disqual i f icat ion from extracurr icular  act iv i t ies ,  athlet ics ,  and organizat ional  
off ice;  loss of  el igibi l i ty  for  f inancial  support ;  suspension;  expulsion;  and withholding of  degrees 
and transcr ipts.

•Copied work of  any kind or  cheat ing in any other  fashion wi l l  not  be tolerated.



Core Objective (English Dept)

Personal Responsibility : To meet this objective, the department must 

provide students with the opportunity to connect choices, actions, and 

consequences to ethical decision-making. Therefore, all  English 

Composition courses require a discussion of plagiarism and its 

consequences at the start of each semester, with a more detailed 

discussion to follow.



Low Stakes Plagiarism

• It’s important you provide students examples of what 
constitutes plagiarism and what will happen if they commit it

• Consider low stakes assignments to help head off major 
infractions

• Use these instances as learning opportunities

• Reiterate your consequences as detailed on your syllabus

• Follow through



Case 1

Student writes a paper and at the end of the paper there is a 
source listed.  Throughout the paper it is evident that language 
and ideas come from the source, but nowhere in the paper are 
there any quotes or parenthetical citations (or 
footnotes /endnotes).  

Consequence?



Case 2

Student takes 1301 and writes an argumentation paper on media 
bias.  Student goes on to 1302 and submits the same paper in 
that class.

Consequence?



Case 3

Three students turn in essays that are unique in vocabulary and 
sentence structure, but the ideas are consistent throughout-- the 
ideas in the introduction, the examples in the body paragraphs, 
and even the concluding comment.

Consequence?



Case 4

Student writes a literary analysis paper that is clearly using 
Sparknotes.  All the direct quotations in the essay are the same 
quotations found on the website.  All the comments in the essay 
are paraphrases of the comments on the website.  There are no 
quotes or citations or references in the essay.

Consequence?



Case 5

Students submits a rough draft that does not properly cite 
information.  During an instructor / student conference, 
instructor identif ies some areas that are problematic, but not all, 
letting the students know that if they do not f ix all the issues, 
they will have plagiarized the assignment.  Student submits the 
f inal draft, but only f ixes the parts identif ied by the instructor.  

Consequence? 



Case 6

Student submits an essay where the diction, tone, and structure 
shift midway.  It is evident the essay reflects the work of two or 
more individuals, but you are unable to f ind evidence that any of 
the essay came from somewhere else.

Consequence?



Case 7

Student turns in a eight page research paper (for a six page 
assignment requiring 5 sources).  The essay is well-written and 
makes insightful observations, but there is not one source 
quoted or cited.

Consequence?



Case 8

Students share ideas in Whatsapp.  One student copies and 
pastes the ideas of another student into their own essay.  
Safeassign (in Bb) identif ies the two essays using the same 
language.

Consequence?



Case 9

Student turns in an essay that lists several sources.  Each of the 
six body paragraph cites a source at the end of the paragraph, 
but you have no way of knowing what information in the body 
paragraph comes from the student and what information comes 
from the source.

Consequence?



Case 10

Student writes an essay in Spanish then uses Google translate to 
convert it to English.  

Consequence?



Case 11

Student turns in an essay that clearly came from a paraphrasing 
tool like Spinbot.  It’s obvious because of the overuse of 
synonyms for words that do not need a synonym.  You cannot 
f ind the original due to the conversion, but you are certain it is 
not the work of the student.

Consequence?



Case 12

After reading over several discussion posts, you notice one 
student has a diff icult time with English, even when 
communicating basic and personal information.  That student 
submits the f irst essay on topic (a topic that cannot be found 
online), but the sophistication of the language leads you to 
suspect the student did not write the essay.

Consequence?



Know Your Students

Some students are going to struggle because college courses are 
demanding.  Know what they are capable of so that you can 
assess whether or not they are submitting work that reflects 
their strengths.

We want them to do well, but it will happen that even if a 
student does all that you ask and tries their very best, they may 
not be ready to move on.  

College classes can reward effort but that should not substitute 
for competency. 



Why Do Students Plagiarize?

• Not academically prepared

• Complete assignments at the last minute

• Overwhelmed with too many classes and outside 
responsibil ities

• Risk / Reward Calculation

• Have always written papers this way

• Easy access to information (internet, essay mills, craigslist 
ads)



Tips to Reduce Plagiarism

• Explain the research process and provide examples of correct use 
of sources (and incorrect use of sources)

• Provide links to plagiarism tutorials (STC: 
https://rise.articulate.com/share /FqqFFfA4rRx0K5AjQUnz8yIpfEyB
a6at#/)

• Catch cases with low stakes assignments (discussions, rough 
drafts, etc.)

• Use SafeAssign (or other comparable plagiarism checker)

• Follow through on your consequences

https://rise.articulate.com/share/FqqFFfA4rRx0K5AjQUnz8yIpfEyBa6at#/


Final Thoughts

• Our students are bright and gifted

• Give them the benefit of the doubt

• Don’t see yourself as a “policing” force

• Don’t lower your standards

• Engage them at a college level and expect them to rise to the 
occasion



Questions?
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